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Cover Photograph
This montage1 is from a patient with a prior repair of an
atrioventricular septal defect and significant residual left
atrioventricular valve regurgitation. The upper 3D echocar-
diographic image is the left atrioventricular valve as seen
from below. It demonstrates the lack of coaptation between
the inferior and mural leaflets with a gap at the line of valve
closure. The lower echocardiographic image is viewed from
above the valve in a surgical view. There is also a perfora-
tion at the base of the previously repaired cleft which has the
identical appearance to the actual intraoperative image. The
upper right-hand image shows the color Doppler regurgitant
jets with the image stripped away. The smaller jet is from the
perforation and the larger one from the site of poor coapta-
tion. The jets are seen from below the valve and correspond
to the upper left-hand 3D echocardiographic image.
Jeffrey F. Smallhorn, MD
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